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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/17/2009 has been entered. Consequently, the following 
is the current listing of claims in the instant application: 

Status of Claims 

■ Claims 6-9, 11-12, 15-16, and 18 are canceled. 

■ Claims 27-38 were added. 

■ Claims 1, 14, and 26 were amended. 

■ Claims 1-5, 10, 13-14, 17, 19-38 are pending. 

Specification 

[1] The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: Many of the terms (third ends, third surface, fourth surface, etc) used in 
claim 38 are not found in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

[2] Claim 1 recites the limitation "said central axis" in line 9. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/6 1 8,689 
Art Unit: 3677 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

[3] The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

[4] Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Wu et al., US- 
2004/0260283, because the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country, or in public use or on sale in this country more than one (1) year prior to the 
application for patent in the United States. 

As for Claim 1, Wu et al. discloses of a precise linear fastener system (see fig. 2) 
comprising: 

a shank (32) having an outer first surface and opposite first end portions; 

a collet member (15) having opposite second ends and a shank receiving first bore at least 
partially defined by an inner shank engaging second surface, said collet member (15) also 
including an outer compression ring engaging third surface (17) and a longitudinal central axis, 
said collet member (15) being radially compressible to provide a selective locking engagement 
between the first surface and the second surface; 

a compression ring (31) having opposite third ends and a collet member receiving second 
bore at least partially defined by an inner collet member engaging fourth surface, the second bore 
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having at least [a portion being sized to provide an interference fit with at least a portion of the 
third surface to effect compression of the collet member (15) and the locking engagement 
between the second surface and the first surface by relative longitudinal movement between the 
compression ring (31) and the collet member (15)]*; 

and wherein at least one of the third surface and the fourth surface having at least two 
longitudinally spaced and circumferentially extending first ribs separated by a circumferentially 
extending first groove therebetween and the other of the third and fourth surfaces having at least 
one circumferentially extending second rib sized and shaped for an interfering fit with a 
respective said first rib [to provide radial compression of the collet member (15) and tension in 
the compression ring (3 1) to lock the shank (32) in the first bore and having a longitudinally 
extending second groove adjacent a respective second rib for selectively receiving a respective 
first rib therein and at least one second rib being selectively receivable in a respective first 
groove to provide a shank release position]*. 

*Examiner's note: the above statement in brackets is an example of intended use 
language; language that in the instant case fails to further limit the structure of the claimed 
invention. The prior art only needs to be capable of performing said function to be anticipatory, 
and in the instant case, the compression and collet member of Wu et al. are capable of satisfying 
the relationship of structural limitations as afforded by the functional nature of both the released 
and locked positions as described by the claim above (having at least one circumferentially 
extending second rib sized and shaped for an interfering fit with a respective said first rib; and 
having a longitudinally extending second groove adjacent a respective second rib for selectively 
receiving a respective first rib therein and at least one second rib being selectively receivable in a 
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respective first groove to provide a shank release position) by simply forcing one set of threads 
non-rotatably downward against the other set of threads. 

It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus 
is intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus 
satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
[5] Claims 1-5, 10, 13-14, 17, and 19-37 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

[6] The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. This application has 
been reviewed by the examiner and meets all formal and substantive (i.e., statutory) requirements 
and the language of the claims is enabled by, and finds adequate descriptive supported in the 
application disclosure as originally filed. 

The primary reason for the allowance of the claims is the presence of limitations in the 
independent claims, which are not found in the prior art references. The examiner believes that 
the record of the prosecution as a whole makes clear his reasons for allowing a claim or claims. 
However, the examiner would like to point out one or more specific reasons and/or limitations 
that the prior art fails to disclose and/or make obvious. Hence, the prior art fails to disclose of a 
collet member having an outer ribbed surface non-helically positioned about a central axis, said 
outer ribbed surface including at least one peak and at least one valley each extending about said 
outer ribbed surface on an independent plane that is substantially perpendicular to said central 
axis. 
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Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee, and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

[7] THIS ACTION IS NON-FINAL 

[8] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David C. Reese whose telephone number is (571) 272-7082. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am-6:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached at (571) 272-6987. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is the following: (571) 273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

David Reese 

/D. C. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3677 
/Victor Batson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3677 



